
       
 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (A) 

 
Collect 
By your help, we beseech you, 
Lord our God, may we walk 
eagerly in that same charity with 
which, out of love for the world, 
your Son handed himself over to 
death. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 
1st. READING (Ezk 37,12-14) 

The Lord says this: I am going to 
open your tombs, I shall bring you out 
of your tombs, my people, and lead 
you back to the land of Israel. You will 
know that I am Yahweh, O my people! 
when I open your graves and bring 
you out of your graves, when I put 
my spirit in you and you live. I shall 
settle you in your land and you will 
know that I, Yahweh, have done what 
I said I would do." 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 130) 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O 
Lord,/O Lord, hear my voice!/Let your 
ears pay attention/to the voice of my 
supplication./If you should mark our 
evil,/O Lord, who could stand?/But 
with you is forgiveness,/and for that 
you are revered./I waited for the 
Lord, my soul waits,/and I put my 
hope in his word./My soul expects the 
Lord/more than watchmen the 
dawn./O Israel, hope in the Lord,/for 
with him is unfailing love/and with 
him full deliverance./He will deliver 
Israel from all its sins. 
2nd. READING (Eph 5, 8-14) 

You were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Behave as 
children of light; the fruits of light are 
kindness, justice and truth in every 
form. You yourselves search out what 
pleases the Lord, and take no part in 
works of darkness that are of no 
benefit; expose them instead. Indeed 
it is a shame even to speak of what 
those people do in secret, but as soon 
as it is exposed to the light, 
everything becomes clear. And what 

has become clear becomes light. 
Therefore it is said: "Awake, you who 
sleep, arise from the dead that the 
light of Christ may shine on you."   

GOSPEL (Jn 11, 3-7.17.20-27.34-45) 

The sisters Martha and Mary sent this 
message to Jesus, "Lord, the one you 
love is sick." On hearing this Jesus 
said, "This illness will not end in 
death; rather it is for God's glory and 
the Son of God will be glorified 
through it." It is a fact that Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus; yet, after he heard of the 
illness of Lazarus, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 
Only then did he say to his disciples, 
"Let us go into Judea again." When 
Jesus came, he found that Lazarus 
had been in the tomb for four days. 
When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went to meet him while 
Mary remained sitting in the house. 
And she said to Jesus, "If you had  
been here, my brother would not have 
died. But I know that whatever you 
ask from God, God will give you." 
Jesus said, "Your brother will rise 
again." Martha replied, "I know that 
he will rise in the resurrection, at the 
last day." But Jesus said to her, "I  
am the resurrection; whoever believes 
in me, though he die, shall live. 
Whoever is alive by believing in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?" 
Martha then answered, "Yes, Lord, I 
have come to believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, he who is  
coming into the world." Then he 
asked, "Where have you laid him?" 
They answered, "Lord, come and 
see." And Jesus wept. The Jews said, 
"See how he loved him!" But some of 
them said, "If he could open the eyes 
of the blind man, could he not have 
kept this man from dying?" Jesus was 
deeply moved again and drew near to 
the tomb. It was a cave with a stone 
laid across it. Jesus ordered, "Take 
the stone away." Martha said to him, 



       
 

 
"Lord, by now he will smell, for this is 
the fourth day." Jesus replied,  
"Have I not told you that if you 
believe, you will see the glory of 
God?" So they removed the stone. 
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 
"Father, I thank you for you have 
heard me. I knew that you hear me 
always; but my prayer was for the 
sake of these people, that they may 
believe that you sent me." When 
Jesus had said this, he cried out in a 
loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The 
dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with linen strips and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said 
to them, "Untie him and let him go." 
Many of the Jews who had come with 
Mary believed in Jesus when they saw 
what he did. 
   

Prayer over the Offerings 
Hear us, almighty God, and, 
having instilled in your servants 
the teachings of the Christian 
faith, graciously purify them by 
the working of this sacrifice. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Prayer after Communion 
We pray, almighty God, that we 
may always be counted among 
the members of Christ, in whose 
Body and Blood we have 
communion. Who lives and reigns 
for ever and ever. 


